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HAT the power which commanded the feas, commanded 

alfo the fhores, and that naval power was of more ime- 
portance thandominion at land, have pafled into a kind of 
political maxiras for agese It was, in fa, a fuperiority of 
naval power that fubverted the Roman empire. The ire 
ruptions of the Gauls, the Cimbri, and Teutones, by land, 
were repelled, and might have been repelled, had they been 
repeated, Theneceflity of fubfiftence drove them quickly to 
the neceflity of committing their fortune to the iflue of a 
battle, in which the invaded derived an advantage over the in- 
vaders, from the pofleffion, and knowledge of the country. 
But when the barbarians began to combine their military 
operations with naval expeditions ; when troops, as well as 
ftores, were poured upon the Roman frontier from the Baltic, 
the Dwina, the Elbe, the Danube, and the Euxine fea, then, 
and not till then, they began to be wholly irrefiftible. It was 
the maritime habits and naval power of the Scandinavians, 
under the appellation of Normans, Danes, Picts, and other 
names, that enabled them, for the fpace of fix hundred years, 
to harafs, over-run, and rule the greater part of the fca coafts 
of Europe. The trade of a pirate became an honourable 
profefion. The fons of Kings, at the head of pirates, foughe 
and obtained at once fettlements and renown. Since the rea 
vivai of letters, the modera improvements in arts and {ciences, 
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and the vaft extenfion of commerce, the fuperior importance 
of naval power feemed to be farther iiluftrated, and more cer= 
tainly eftablifhed. y 

It is not among the Icaft wonders of the prefent age, to fee 

this maxim controverted and fhaken. The French find 

“ means to oppofe power at land, to power at fea, and to check, 
we will not fay, over awe, the matters of the ocean. They 
dart forth in all directions, to Amfterdam, Venice, Genoa, 
and other ports, which they have in view; and thus, while 
they ftrengthen their own naval power, labour to weaken that 
of- England, by excluding her trade from the great inlets into 
the continent of Europe. It -is on this ground, not on the 
ocean, that they choofe to meafure their ftrength with their 
rival, and on this they fteadily proceed with advantage. For, 
though we are not afraid of any encounters at fea, or invafions 
of either Britain or Ircland, we cannot but be folicitous for the 
fafety of Lifbon and Hamburgh. 

There is, in the nature of principles, fomething conftant, 
unchangeable, and eternal; fomething that controuls ac 
cidents by fuppofing and comprehending them. The French 
republic, while it conducts its military operations on the prin- 
ciple juft mentioned, carrics on a kind of moral war on the 
minds of men, with equal fuceefs. In an frreligious, and 
luxurious age, it governs men and nations, by an addrefs to 
their love of power and property. Combining this principle 
of political conduct with the military force, it has republi- 
canized the Netherlands, the Milaneze, and the ariftocracies 
of Holland, Genoa, and Venice. 

In dire& contraft with the uniformity of condu&, which is 
the refule of fublime views, ftands that of the allies, conjointly 
and feverally, in which we fee little but a blind felfifhcefs, on - 
the part of both governments, and the individuals of which 
they are compofed, and an obfequioufnefs to circumftances in 
their nature tranfient, and even fugacious. It is not to be 
wondered, therefore, that at the prefent moment, the power of 
peace or war is in the hands of France. 


FRAN OC E, 


The general, and almoft univerfa! with of the French 
nation, is for peace. Hence, the late election of one-third of 
the legiflature is generally confidered as aggood omen. So 
afo, and ‘on grounds rather more certain, is that of M. Bars 
thelemy, Minifter from France to Switzerland, iato the Direc- 
tory, M. Barthelemy isa man of Icttcrs, genius, fublime 
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views, and a humane difpofition. He was ata diftance from 
the civil ftorm ; he is not involved in the prejudices, paffions, 
or guilt of any party: By all he is regarded with refpe@ and 
veneration. Hehas been in England, and here, as well as 
abroad, accuftomed to live with the Englifh, Habits of 
ftudy and of life have contributed to wear off, or rather to 
preferve him from that barbarous animofity, which unfortu- 
nately, as well as difgracefully, divides nations, His fpeech on 
his reception into the Diretory, breathing fentiments of uni- 
verfal benevolence and juftice, confirms the character now 
given of the author of Anacharfis, The Dire&tory have de- 
clared-their readinefs to enter into a negociation for peace with 
England 5 and that, too, as has juft (at the time of writing 
this) appeared, not feparately, but in conjunction with her 
allies. All this looks well—but the grand point is yet a fecret. 
What are the terms on which the republic is willing to make 
peace? Never yet did any power refufe to make peace on 
certain conditions, 
SP AT 

The Spaniards do not feem to pofiefs the {pirit, or to deferve 
the meedof conquerors: Yet fuch is the whimficality of the 
times, that it is not improbable, but to them too we muft pay 
fome tribute of conceflion. 

The ceffion of Gibraltar would be more injurious to Britain 
in name and reputation, thanin mercantile and maritime ad- 
vantage. But it would be a real lofs, if we fhould give it up 
to threats, and not for fome equivalent. 


a4 & ws 

The prediQion in our laft has been verified refpe&ing 
Venice. Republicanifm has been reftored in that ftate, founded 
in the fifteenth century, on the ruins of ariftocracy, which has 
reigned five hundred years. Kepublicanifm alfo prevails in 
Genoa. The French government eftablifhes republics on 
its wings, as a kind of videttes, or advanced pofts, for watching 
she movements of the enemy, 


GERMANY. 

A ratification of the peace, it has been affirmed, (though this 
has alfo been contradicted) has been exchanged between the 
republic and the Emperor ; who has acquired a part of the 
Venetian territory. The whole of the conditions have not 
yet tranfpired, but among thefe is the integrity of the German 
eaipire, 


G 2 NORTH 
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NORTH of EUROPE,. 


A report prevails of a concert between the Courts of 
Peterfburgh and Vienna, to reftore the territories difmembered 
by the laft partition, together with the crown of Poland, to 
Poniatowfki. It would not be impolitical to re-eftablifh a 
throne, thot might ferve as a frontier to Ruffia, and the Im- 
perial dominions : Nor is it wholly improbable, that the pre- 
fent Czar may purfuea line of march in oppofition to that of 
his mother. But what fovereign princes and minifters will do, 
or not do, is a problem that admits not of decifion, nor {carcely 
of conjecture. In the prefent enlightened age, a degree of 
lethargy and infatuation prevails, that is not exceeded in any 
period of barbarifm. 

Will the neutral northern powers remain as indifferent to the 
conclution of peace, as to the progrefs of the war? Will 
Ruffia, Sweden, Denmak, Pruffia, nay will Auftria even, after 
the ratification of peace, (if indeed it be ratified) fit quietly 
ftill, and behold, with unconcern, the exceflive aggrandizement 
of France, or the downfall of England? Perhaps, the naviga- 
tion of the fea fhould be free: But the French fhould not have 
it in their power to bind in chains the maritime coaft of 
Europe which they will have it in their power to do, if they be 
permitted to retain all their conquefts, and Britain be compelled 
to reftore all her’s. In truth, the prefent does not feem to be 
the moment for Britain to make peace with advantage. But it 
is prepofterous, until we learn the terms held out by the 
French, to enter on this fubje. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


It is faid, and it is pretty certain, that, on the fubje& of 
peace, or rather the contingent terms of peace, there is a di- 
vifion in the Britifh cabinet ; and that fome of the parties, 
originally the moft zealous for war, and difdainful in their ree 
jection of offered conditions of peace, are now, with equal 
precipitation, prone to pacification on almoft: any terms 5 but 
here again, we muft arreft the natural pronenefs to anticipation, 
and wait for an account of the progrefs of the prefent nego- 
ciation. A circumftance has lately occurred, which ought, 
and which can fcarcely fail to brace the fhaking nerves of our 
prefent cabinet, and to retain them firmly in the iaterefts of the 
country; as well as to determine the country to ftand firmly 
by them, provided that by the wifdom and refolution of their 
condudt, they fhall appear todeferve it. “The circumt{tance to 
which we allude, it will readily be perceived, is the fuppreflion, 
through 
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through the vigorous and wife meafures purfued by governe 
ment, of what we may be permitted to call the third, and the 
moft formidable edition of the mutiny among the feamen, 
namely, that at Sheernefs. This mutiny was evidently in 
flamed by that {pirit of revolution which pervades Europe. It 
was not impelled by neceffity, or provoked by unjuft aggref- 
fion ; it was impatient of authority, faétious, feditious, intent 
on civil difcord and convulfion. It was not the fpirit of the 
honeft Englith failors: But of a few malcontent incen- 
diaries. 

Having faid this, and ftrongly reprobated the mutiny at the 
Nore, we may be allowed to exhibit'a true portrait of what 
an Englifh feaman was, and, we hope, {till is, and with.good 
treatment ftill likely to be. Such a portrait, if contempl.ted 
with candour, will tend to awaken in all Britons a love of 
failors, and in failors a love of Britain, 

A Britith failor is thoughtlefs, and inattentive to what con- 
cerns his own happinefs ; but oot indifferent either to the ine 
tereft of his country, the glory of the navy, or the renown of 
the individual fhip to which he belongs. He is cheerfully 
active and prompt in the execution of his duty; patient of fa 
tigue, as well as of the viciflitudes of weather and climate 5 
fteady and collected at his pott, in the hour of danger; obe- 
dient, refpe&tful, and attached co the officer worthy to come 
mand him ; faithful to his King aad country. He has an 
open, honeit, and noble heart; he is courageous in action, and 
humane ia viclory; he is the life and foul of our commerce, 
the guardian and bulwark of the nation: Yet thefe men, the 
pride and fafety of their country, are, for the moft part, prefled 
into the fervice, and too much expofed, when in it, to neglect, 
mifery, and diftrefs. They are expofed to an imperious, harfh, 
and ill-natured mode of dilpenfing orders and carrying on 
duty, which fometimes drives generous {pirits to defpondency 
and defpair: They are—but it is not our bufinefs to enumes 
rate grievances; we would only obferve, that for the eccen- 
tricities and ebullitions of feamen, efpecially when, through 
the improvidence of government, they are contaminated by 
a mixture of the outcafts of the earth, there is fome degree of 
excufe and indulgence. An univerfal \ enality and corruption, 
the natural offspring of luxury, has feized on all ranks at land; 
the greatett eftates, united wita the highett honours, have pot 
exempted the greater part, by fur, of our nobility, and among 
thefe even fome of good private characters, from the Imputae 
tion of feliidapels, aad a total difiegard of the commonwealth, 
intrigue 
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intrigue and effrontery are prominent in the conduct of our 
politicians at land; but many, nay moft of them, are lawyers 
and cautious ; the failors feck redrefs of grievances in their 
own way ; full of danger— 


“ Quorfum bac tam putida tendant ?” 


We do not with to excufe mutiny, but to admonifh the execu- 
tive and judicial powers to temper authority, flrengthened hi 
the fuppreflion of rebellion, with a recolleflion of what is due 
to the failors, and alfo of what is prudent for government. 

The ftatefman ought to attend, not only to what is morally 
juft, but to what is politically expedient. As cafes are more 
numerous than laws, it becomes the legiflator to mount up 
from the particular circumftances of particular fituations, to 
general principles common to all. What is the effec of pu- 
nifhment? Is it the fame in all cafes? No: But different in 
different cafes, When men are confcious of guilt, even a 
few examples of punifhment ftrike terror, Where no fuch 
conlcioulnels exifts, whether from truth, error, or infenfibility 
of difpofition, even multipled examples of feverity, ferve only 
to heighten the refolution, and add fuel to the flame of 
martyrdom. 


“¢ Tn confcious virtue men are bold*,” 
“ Grief is bold, and makes its owners ftout+.”’ 


Let not our defign be mifunderftood.—We meant not to 
extenuate the guilt of the leading mutineers. But let the na- 
ture and evidence of their criminality be made plain to the 
whole world ; and let every allowance be made to the unful- 
fpicious credulity of failors, who may poffibly have been fe- 
duced to efpoufe a bad, under the idea of its being an ho- 
nourable caufet 

Amidft the unpropitious gloom that darkens our political 
horizon in Europe, a ray of hope breaks on the view of the 
attentive obferver, in North America; where it appears, from 
the {peech of the new Prefident to the aflembled ftates, that it 
is the refoludon of the government, to repel the haughtinels of 

anew 


* Addifon. + Shakefpeare. 

} If delegates were to be punifhed, guoad dank this might 
occafion difapprobation, perhaps, and alarm! But the overt acts 
of rebellion, and particularly the efforts to carry the Britith fhips 
of war into the p rts of France, may with fafety, and ought In 
joftice and found policy, to be punithed, Q 
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a new and democratical fyftem ; and to maintain the public 
law, and ufual obfervations and relations among independent 
nations. If the war fhou's) be prolonged (which God forbid) 
a confederacy would foon be formed, againft France and Spain, 
between America and Great Britain. 





ACCOUNT of the TRIAL of RICHARD PARKER, 
the CELEBRATED NAVAL MUTINEER,. 


(Continued from Page 29.) 
Fourtu Day.—Monday, June 26. 


HE Judge Advocate informed the prifoner, that as he 
had defired to have certain witneffes, he had fent for 
them to Sheernefs, and they were now prefent. 

Parker then entered upon his defence, which he read from 
a written paper :—He faid, as he had been at fea from his ear 
lieft years, nothing could be expected from him but a plain 
ftatementof facts. He returned thanks to the Court, for the 
indulgence fhown him. Nothing but the confcioufneis of the 
reGtitude of his intentions, and that he acted with the view of 
quelling and not promoting the mutiny, could fupport him in 
the awful fituation he then ftood. He folemnly declared he 
knew nothing of the mutiny till after ithad broke out; that 
he was chofen by the delegates, whofe commands he could not 
refift, to wait upon the Admiral feveral times on fhore, and 
to be their fpokefman on thofe occafions,—Admiral Buckner 
faid, that he was not treated with refpe& when he went on 
board the Sandwich, on the 20th of May; but as he was not 
on board then, that could not be imputed to him; and the at- 
tempt afterwards to man the yards, and cheer him, was made 
at the hazard of his life. : 

After confulting with the thip’s company, he was ordered 
to prefent to Admiral Buckner the lift of grievances, after 
which he went afhore at Sheernefs, aud what he then did was 
by their authority. 

He then adverted to many points of Admiral Buckner’s 
evidence, and faid, that he told the Admiral he was forry his 
flag was ftruck ; and that the Admiral exprefied his approba- 
tion of his conduct relative to the two marines afhore. Heres 
prefented the great improbability of four unarmed men taking 
two marines from the inil.:ary afhore. 


As 
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As to Mr. Snipe’s evidence, he faid that he attended the 
punifhment in purfuance of the delezates’ orders. The 
other man put in irons was confined for difrefpeé& to Captain 
Mofs. 

Captain Surridge, of the Iris, fays he recollects me being at 
the Commiffioner’s houfe with the other delegates, in conver- 
fation with Admiral Buckner, and that I held in my hand the 
articles from the North Sea fleet. I folemnly declare that I had 
no converfation that night with Admiral Buckner, but defired 
him to converfe with the delegates of that fleet, and endeavour 
to fatisfy their minds, He fays, that upon this occafion he 
faw no difrefpeé in my behaviour. 

Captain Wood, of the Hound, fays that I told him not to be 
fo violent with the delegates, I went on board the fhip to fe- 
cure his perfonal fafety. He fays he was ordered to leave his 
fhip, and that he was informed that it was by my order, but 
the perfon who gave him that information has not been pro- 
duced ; and I can fafely affert chat I gave no fuch order. 

He then recapitulated much of the evidence without any 
comment. To account for his being on board the Dire€or, 
he went to order the band to play the tunes ** God fave the 
King,” “ Rule Britannia,” and “ Britons ftrike Home.” 
When he was told the Dire€tor was preparing to fire, he di- 
re€tly went on board to prevent it, and having firft in vain ade 
drefled the crew, he afked if fhe would flip her cable to fce 
how far they would go, and was glad to find them refufe; but 
they being determined to fire, he was obliged to yield to the 
ftorm, and pretend to join in an act his heart abominated,. 

He then animadverted ona few points of Barry’s and Sum- 
merland’s evidences. He perceived that the Monmouth was 
very active in firing on the Repulfe ; he went on board to en- 
deavour to appeafe the crew. It would have been an idle 
Quixotic adventure, to attempt at that time of the tide to 
follow the Leopard. He fhould prove that the Direétor 
= Monmouth both fired on the Repulfe before he went on 

oard, 

He declared his charaéter, though defamed in the public 
prints, was dearer to him than any thing. His country, note 
withitanding thefe mifreprefentations, allowed him juftice, 
and he had no doubt he fhould receive it from this honourable 
Court. 

Having finifhed his defence, he defired to withdraw a little, 
which was allowed by the Court. 

9 EvIDENCE 
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EvipENCE FOR THE DEFENCE, 


Lord Northefk, examined by the Prifener. 


®, Of what fhip are you Captain?—-4 Of the Mone 
mouth. 

Q. Does your Lordthip recolle& whether you was on 
board the Monmouth at the time of her firing on the Repulfe ? 
—/. I was on fhore. 

Q. tras your Lordfhip been at any time on board the 
Sandwich ?—, I was on board the Sandwich on the 6th of 
June. 

Q, Did it imprefs your Lordthip, from the reception you 
received, that the people, notwithftanding the exilting ciffes 
rences, were pertectly Joyal to their Sovereign and their couns 
try?—/4. The feamen in the cabin faid, that they were very 
loyal. , 

2. Does your Lordhip recollect the mark of loyalty, 
namely, immediately as you entered the cabin door, the band 
firiking up * God fave the King ?’—4, I remember the 
prifoner, on my entering the cabin, ordering the band to play 
“6 God fave the K:ng.” 

Examined by the Profecutor. 

2, In what oftenfible fituation did the prifoner appear to 
you on entering thecabin ?—-4. He appeared :o me to be the 
prefident of the people there, calling themfelves delegates. 

2, Was he the chief fpokefman during your Lordfhip’s 
remaining there, or during your conference with them?— 
4, He was. 

Q, Did you receive the letter, now produced, from the 
priioner, requefting and directing you to proceed to London? 
4, Idid. ~ 

[Here the letter, dated June 6th, 1797, was read, defiring 
Lord Northefk to proceed to London, and lay b. fore his Ma~ 

jefty their complaints, and to require redrefs of their grievances 
in fitty-four hours, on pain of the feamen taking tuch a ttep 
as would aftonifh their dear countrymen. His Lordfhip in 
this letter was alfo informed that an oath had been takea by 
the delegates of the flcet, that they never have had any come~ 
munication with Jacobins or traitors——The letter was figned 
Richard Parker, prefident.} 

2, Did the prifoner acknowledge this to be kis letter f— 
A, ine letter was delivered to me by the prifoner. 


Vou. XXX, H Reeexamined 
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Re examined by the Prifoner, 

2, Was your Lordhhip prefent at the writing of the aboves 
mentioned letter ?—4. I was prefent at the writing of the laf 
patagraph by the prifoner, 

The prifoner withed the laft queftion to be withdrawn, but 
the Court ordered it to remain. 


Captain Knight, of the Montague, examined by the Prifoner. 

Q. Do you recollect being on board his Majefty’s thip 
Sandwich during the exifting differences? I do, perfectly 
well, more than once. 

2. Was you ever impreffed with any marks of loyalty 
fhown by the peuple of the Sandwich ?—4. I have heard 
mufic to the tune of * God fave the King,”’ and “ Britons 
Mirike Home,”’ and loyal expreffions, that they venerated their 
Sovereign, and efteemed him. I think I have herd the prifoe 
ner fay fo bimfelf; and, further, I have heard the prifoner fay, 
that if there was a certainty that the enemy’s fleet were at fea, 
they would take the fleet under their direGtions, and go in 
fearch of it. He alfo faid if the Dutch fleet was then in the 
Texel, he would lead the ficet in and attack them, to prove to 
the nation that they were neither rebels nor traitors. I think 
that was the exprefiion. 

2, (from the profecutor) Was the red flag flying on board 
the Sandwich when the prifoner ufed thofe expreffions of 
loyalty ?—, It was. 

2, Have you ever underftood from the prifener, or any de= 
legate of the feet, what the red flag meant ?—Z, I recollect 
en the 8th, when | was on board the Sandwich, I afked what 
it meant; I was informed by the prifoner or fome of his aflo- 
ciates, that they withed to eftablith it, and to fight under it, 
for that the Dutch had ftolen it from the Englith. 

2. During the time you was on board the Sandwich, did 
the priloner appear to direét the proceeding 4. It was he 
who addrefled me: I never heard him give any directions. 
He reported to me when the boat was ready to take me away. 

2. How do you reconcile the loyalty you have mentioned, 
wit the treatment you received by the total annihilation of 
your authority, the breach of the laws of your country, aud 
the imprifonment of your officers ?—/. I conceive taat it 
dogs not apply tothe prifoner 5 my authority was totally anni- 
hilated Letore | faw the prifoner. The circumftances in t.em- 
telwes are irre: -sncileable. 
* Matthew 
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Matthew Haillefer, alias MAllefer, fworn. 

2. Do you recolleét at what time I lett his Majefty’s fhip 
Director, the day the Repulfe got on fhore, attempting to get 
into Sheernefs harbour ?— 7. I cannot {peak to the hour or 
minute, but it was late in the evening. 

The prifoner faid he did not choole to afk the witnefs more, 
becaule he was in confinement, and might criminate himfelf. 


Examined by the Court. 


2, Did you ever bear the prifoner, or any perfons call'ng 
themfelves delegates, fay what was meant by the red flag ?— 
No; I do no: know, 


Thomas Barry, of the Monmouth, examined by the Prijoner. 


Q What time of the day was it that you ftated to this 
Court refpecting my firing the forecaftle guns of his Majefty’s 
fhip Monmouth on the Repulfe, when on fhore, in attempting 
to get into Sheernefs harbour ?——4, About four o’clock, as 
near as [ can recollect. 

Q You ftated tothe Court that you was confined by order 
of a man whom you called Captain Vance ; at what time did 
that confinement commence, and how long did it continue i= 
4. I dae fay 1 was an hour and an half in confinement; it 
began about a quarter after four and ended about a quarter 
betore fix. 

Q. You related before, that my giving you a thove caufed 
you to fail o. er the heel of the fquare fore top-maft 3 at what 
time did that traniaction take place f=, It was clofe upon 


four o'clock 


Q Do you not think that it is poffible for you, in the hurry 
and Confufion of things on board the Monmouth, to have mif- 
taken me for another perfon ?—A, No. 

[Here the examjuation of evidence on the part of the dee 
fence clofed.] 

The Prefident here advifed the prifoner, as there were very 
heavy charges brought againtt him, to confider whether there 
was not any other persion whole evidence might weigh in his 
favour. 

The prifoner afked whether, if any thing occurred in the 
courfe of the day, he could derive any adva. tape from it, 

The Prefident told him that was impoffivieseif he let flip 
the prefent opportunity be would not have a other, 

The pitlouer ex, refled tus confide.ce in the Court that they 
would'lean to the fide of mercy, aud tnat dtsict Jultice would 

bi 2 be 
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be done him ; he thought he had already made it appear, that 
it was owing to hs exertions that the Sandwich had been de- 
livered up to the command of her officers 5 and that inftead 
of being a | ader in the mutiay, he had done every thing in 
his power to check and keep it under, 

The prifoner was ordered to withdraw, and the Court was 
cleared for the purpofe of leaving the Members to delibcrate 
upon the fentence. 

Jn two hours and a half the Court was re-opened, and the 
prifoner being called :n, the fentence of the Court was read 
by the Judge Advocate. 

The fu ftance of the fntence was, that a Court Martial, 
compofed of the officers whcfe naaes we ha ¢ already given, 
met on Thurfday, June 22, and fat till Monday, the 2€th, in- 
clufiv’, in purfuance of a commiffion from the Lords Come 
millioners of the Ad riral'y, to meet on voard tne Neptune, 
for the purpofe of trying Richard Parker, upon charges of 
making mutinous affemblies on board the Sandwich, and 
others of his Majelty’s thips at tne Nore and in the river 
Medway, under the command of Vice Ad viral Buckner, of 
difvbedience to his fuperior offic ers, and of ufing conte ».ptuous 
Tanguage to his fuperior officers: That the Court had heard 

evidence in fupport of thefe feveral charges, and alfo evidence 
jn defe ice of the prifoner; that after deliberating upon the 
evidence on both fides, the Court were unanimoufly of opinion, 
that the faid Richard Parker is guilty of all the charges; ‘that 
in confideration of thefe crimes, as unprecedented in their na- 
ture, as they were wicked in their tendency, and which were 
no lefs deftru€live of the interefts of the navy than they were 
injurious to the profperity of the country, the Court were una- 
nimoufly of opinion, that the faid Richard Parker fhould tuffer 
death, and be hanged till he be dead. They acco:dingly ad 
judged him to be hanged on bi ard what fhip, and at what 
time, the Lords Commiffioners of the Adariral y may be 
pleafed to appoint, 

The prifoner, after the fentence was read, took out a paper 
from his pocket, which he read. The fubftance of it was, 
that he fubmitted to the fentence of the Court with refrgnation. 
He had a clear confcience, and he was confident that he would 
be received favourably by God. He hoped that bis death 
would atone to the country for the injury it had futtained, and 
the. chofe of his fellow feamen now in cuftody would be ree 
ftored to their fituations in the fervicc, which he was cons 

‘ yinced they would fill with fidelity and abacrity. 7 
. ne 














hat 
de- 


-ad 


vas 
ate 


”“ 


ww VY 














THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 59 


The Prefident told the prifoner, that it was in the power of 
the Court *o order his execution in a few minutes after the 
fentence ; but that i» order to give him time to repent of the 
heinous crime of which he had been guilty, they thouzht pro 
per to leave that bufinefs tc the Loids of the Admiralty. His 
time, howe: er, cou'd not be long. 

The prifoner thanked the Court, 

. Parxer was confidera ly agituted when the fentence was 
read, 

§u§ 42 interefting account of the execution of Parker will be 
givenin the next Entertainer. 





set 


HINTS on MODERN INVENTIONS. 


Jo the PRINTERS, 

SIRS, 
| ‘HE prefent age is undoubtedly diftinguifhed for ime 

provements bevond thofe of all former ages, | ut it has 
been |.ng a queftion w th me, whether our improvements are 
Not too tranfitory, whether we make the beft pothple ufe of 
them, and wheter the genius whiea invented them has been 
duly rewarded. Anv, not unfe quently, when this fubject 
recurs to my mind, | am apt to decide in the negative, and to 
blame tne age for its neglect and its ingratituie. It ouzht to 
be confidered, that the man woo by dglign or accident invents 
anew machine, or improves an old one, 1s nt always the 
perfon who knows to what ufe it may be put. The inventor 
of gun-powder did not forefee that inftead of thortening, it 
would ve the eaf) excufe for prolonging wars, thac it would 
abate courage, and make man almott as really a machine as the 
inftrument be employed. 

About a dozen years azo, we were mightily furprifed and 
entertained with the difcovery of air balloons. This feemed 
to promife a new era in the hillory of mankind, to dimioith 
the price of landed property, to realize the proverbial fiction of 
building caftles jn the air, and to wean our affections from fub= 
lunary purfaits. It was then expected that we fhould dook up 
for the arrival of our friends trom the country, that turnpike 
gates would be no longer tormidacle for their expence or their 
extortions, that al! toe inconveniences of wheel-carriages 
might be difpeated with, and our only contefts on this new road 
would be to foar higher and fly fwifter than the feathered tribe. 
Parties were formed co yilit the regions of the moon, and new 
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Phztons determined to drive the chariot of the fun, regardlefs 
of thefate of that enterprizing youth. In a word, the high- 
way was to be deferted, and the milky way to be the only 
promenade of fafhion, and the rendezvous of the gay and the 


~bufy. How foon this rage ended, moft of my readers mutt re- 


member, and travellers are now on the footing they were before 
that important difcovery, nor is it reckoned a proof of a 
groveling {pirit to befpeak a paflage ina thip, or to hire a poft 
chaife, ; 
Other difcoveries have been made from time to time, which 
have been equally neglected as to pra@tical ufe. .Wehave men 
who have invented a mode of mding on three horfes at one 


“time. This has been often performed before thoufands of 


{pectators, who have applauded the difcovery with heart and 
hand. Now of what ufe this can be, has not yet been exe 
plained. It is faid toeafe the horfes, which I fuppofe may be 
the cafe. It reminds me of the two Irith travellers, who 
having ten miles to walk, concluded they could do it calily, as 
it was only.five miles a-piece | The art of riding on three 
horfes would, therefore, have been very generally practifed, if 
the preportions of their feeding could be adapted to thofe of 


‘their labour, But I am afraid, as horfes cannot be made to 


underftand this, the art of riding upon three at a time, mult be 
content to remain in very few hands. 

Other ingenious perfons, I obferve, have attained, in very 
great perfection, the are of riding on their heads. But this, 
likewife, is at prefeat a (pecies of monopoly. It is not applied 
to gencral uf, alt: ough the advantages of it muft be very 


‘obvious, It would prevent that galling which is fo extremely 


inconvenient to peifons not ufed to ri ing on horfeback, and 
which fubjects them not only to much pe: (onal inconvenience, 
but likewile to many fcurvy j fts aud gibes. Upon this a¢- 


’ count, riding upon the head ought to be practiled by all who 


have heads, efpccially of the hard kind, as free from molt of 
the objections the otacr mode is liable toe Whether it ought 
to be recommended to the fair fex may admit of fome doubt. 
Thofe who think that the perfection of the fex is to get rid of 
the prejudices of education, would, 1 prelume, have no odjece 
tion to a revolution of this kind. 

There are a third clafs of geniufes, equally negleéted and 
unemployed, as to all ufeful purpofes, who have dilcovered a 
mode of dancing upon a sope, and walking upon it with as 
much eafe as onthe folid ground. I have often been furprifed 
that this invention has nut veen gengrally adopted. g lt comes 
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the neareft to that of the balloons. Totravel with rapidity, a 
man has only co fix a rope un the place fron whence he fets 
out, aad fend the reft of the ropeina waggon to the ; lace he 
withes to gu to, where the other end may be fixed on the top of 
a church, cathedral, or other high fituation, ‘Thefe ropes too 
might be made ftationary, and defcrive to an inhabitant df the 
upper regions, the fac fimile o all the high roads, and crofs 
rm ads ot ‘the kingdom, as laid down in the map, but more upon 
a fcale of right lines, which would amazingly facilitate travele 
ling. The traveler might evher walk or dance the whole 
way at pleafure, and defcend by means cf his balance whenever 
he wifhedto bait. At pretent, 1 am forry to fay it, this invention 
is uled merely as an amufement to a tew holiday-folks, who, 
by the bye, would be much better amufed by a rope-dancer, 
if they could forget the chance he feems to have of breaking 
his neck. 

Of late years we have beheld many improvements in the 
artof walking onthe ground. We have heard of ten who 
could walk longer without being knocked up, as the phrafe is, 
than a horfe, that they require lefs food, and lels ficep, on a 
journcy of 200 miles, Now if a man is capeble of doing all 
this, may we not naturally afk, why is he not a horfe, or a tubs 
ftitute tor ahorfe ? Sixfuch men night be ewployed in draws 
ing a mail coach, and the nobility, who love to make a fingular, 
as well as brilliant appearance on the birth-day of our Sovee 
reign, might harnels fix of their fovrnien, in fplendid liveries, 

and properly broke in. It would’ not be neceflary for this 
purpote, that they fhould draw more than five miics en hours 
but thofe trained to the road would of courfe be able to go over 
twice the ground in that time. Let us only ce: nfider what a 
faving here would be. Farmers know that as much land is 
necefiary for the teed of one horfe, as would maintain three 
men, Of courfe we thou'd be able to plant more corn, and 
in all other refpecis the favings would be great. Our lives 
would undoubtedly be fafer, as in ths cafe there would be no 
danger of the cattie caking fright and runuing down prec pices. 
They would have an intcreit in preferving their matters’ lives 
for their own fakes, and indeed fhould they be /hu:ti/h, or re/fivey 
application might be mace toa neighbouring Jjuitice of Peacey 
who would foon fet all to rights, thou ugh p perhups not without @ 
little whipping. Thefe animals themfelves, would alfo have 
many advantages; that of being able to complain is none of 
the leatt, and which we well know, hories do not polleis, how- 
ever barbaroufly they may be treated, at nd d do think no ufeful 
animal 
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animal was ever fo barrvaroufly treated, a proof not only of the 
cruclty, but of the ingratitude of their owners If, therefore, 
we hear a man boafting that he can walk a hundred miles ina 
day, let him ce immediately put-to, and if he performs halt that 
diftance ina fingle horfe chaste, he may certainly be more ufe- 
fully employed this way, than by encouraging gambling, {wear 


ing and drinking. 


Some men of great capacity have lately contrived to eat, at 
one meal, as much as would fudfice for five men, and drink in 
proportion. Much asl admire extraordinary abilities, the pree 
fent time is not the proper one for exertions of this kind, 
Thefe men, however, might : ¢ uf. ful in war, or at an election, 
if we could ccntrive to quorter them upon the enemy, and lend 
them into their can p, like foxes and fircorands. But as to 


their empl..yment at nome, however ingenious they may think 


themicl-es, it is abfilutely isreconcileable with the current 


prices of Leadenhall .narket. 

Not long ago, another fpecies of ‘very fingular geniufes 
prefented their abilities to an admiring world, They actually 
ate dive cats. Now although cats are fumewhat of a common 
property, a dha enot yet been made game of, till | have my 
doubts whether they are not ufeful in the dettruction of vere 
min, and therefore if thofe who wave made war with the cats, 
merely from a peculiarity of tafte, will not follow up their: o- 
tacity, by devouring rats and mice at the fac time, we thall 
not be yainers by thef- gentlen en. 

Such, Sirs, are a few of the modern improvements, which 
have hitherto been confined almoft ex-lufively to the inventors. 
I might mention others, fuch as the fire-eaters, twaliowers of 
tobacco pipes, and thofe wno make a comfortable neal of 
pebbles ; 1 might mention the man who converles from .he 
abdomen, alias, the Ventriloguifl. The abilities of all tnefe 
pettons might, undouvtediy, and ought to be converted into 
more ufeful purpofes, than merely adding to the {ports of 
a country-fair. Ir fignifies nothing merely to invent. Let 
the invention be ever fo new, or furprifing, yet if it is not 
pulhed on, and made an object of general 1» provement, we 
are no more jadebted tothe inventors than our anceltors wer¢ 
to the man who firit defi ended on the outlide of Salifbury fpire, 
and who was rewarded by an exclufive patent, allowing him 
and his heirs for ever, to delcend in that way. 

| aM, Sir, &c. 
A Friend to Improvements, 


CURIOUS 
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For the Weexty ENTERTAINER. 


CURIOUS ADVERTISEMENT for a WIFE; 


ANTED immediately, 2 wife toa young man, now in 

toe meridian of life, poffeffed of no prefent fortune, 

but in expectancy of pretty confiderable windfalls. He can 

boatt of a firm conftitution, and a capacious fund of good hu- 

mour ; in thort, he fatters himfelf, that nothing will be found 

wanting, on his part, to render his partner as happy as circume 

ftances will admit o'.—-No' one need apply that is not fo happy 

as to poflefs the feven following very neceflary and ufeful quae 
lifications. 

1. She fhould not be of the monftrous large, nor diminue 
tively {mall kind, 

2. An early rifer would be an excellent ingredient in her 
character, and would be found requilite. 

3- To exchange her night cap for fome other before breake 
fait time, if there be any. 

4. To underftand no other language than her own. 

5. To be no fcold; flow in converfation; not apt to take 
the Lord’s name in vain, even on the moft urgent oce 
cafions. 

6. Of honeft parents; if no fortune no obftacle. 

7» That there may be no future mifunderftanding refpefting 
her religious principles, fhe might be a Cnurchwoman, but 
better fhould fhe be a Diffenter; but on no account a Freee 
thinker. 

The advertifer, to accommodate the adventurous fair, would 
retract from any article herein laid down, except the feventh, 
provided any thing could be inferted in its room of an adequate 
value. 

Application may be made either perfonally, or by letter 
(poft-paid),to J. B. at C » near T=, who will 
pay the utmoit attention to the fame. 








Anfwer, by F. B. Chivers,of St. Auftell, to Mifs 4, Thompfon's 
Queftion, inferted December 12 


UT + = the height of the veflel; then 6 + = the dias 
meter, Pur alfo b= 7854, m=86, q=1000, and 

a =.125. Therefore 36abx*x m =36 b+%= the weight 
of the fnow, and 36ab-+4+ xq=36abq+*= the weight of the 
waier, which much be equal co the weight of the fnows 
Von, XXX, Sey There» 
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a 
Therefore 36. mbx?=36.abqx*, or mx=aq, andx— oo = 


‘ m 
1.45348837 &c. feet, and 6x.= 8.72093022 &c. feet, the 
dimeniio: sof the veflel Hence the weight of the fnow is 
nearly 74.66.6603 &c. ounces = 466. fix-tenths, Ibs. avoir~ 
dupoife, 





@ CHARADE, by Oedipus, of Yeovil, 


ed of your body firft define; 

Then adda link | pray; 

The whole when rightly ye combine, 
A prifon-’twill pourttay. 





A REBUS, by W. Harris, Funior, of Exeter. 


E bards, the mufe’s name defcry, 
Who doth o’er muofic reign ; 
Part of the bovy fecondly, 
I beg you will explain; 
Laftly a colour bring to mind, 
Then place the initials true; 
And when the fae you’ve rightly join’d, 
A city you will view. 





4n ENIGMA, by W. Rennels, of Barnftaple. 
mM“ firft in every houfe is feen, 


Oppofes rogues from entering in; 

My next by Catholicks invok’d, 
Subjefed to the Gallic yoke ; 
And he for puns and quibbles fit, 
Renowned for fatyric writ, 

—.  He’d fuch aquick and ready wit, 
And add his name to him {o meet 3 
And he, tho’ laft, not {mall efteem’d, 
Whole name was antecedent deem’d: 


Ye gents, in enigmatic lore, 
Thefe poets’ names { pray explore. 
9 POETRY. 
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For the Weexty ENTERTAINER 
Ou Rf. € &@S -4, 


V AIN are the attempts of fordid pelf, 

My fix’d ref .lves to move ; 

Grant me but competence and health, 
Beft bieflings from above. 


Content at morn [’|I clrmb the hill, 
The grove will {ek at noon 3 

At eve furvey the pur‘ing rill, 
Or greet-the pale fac’d moon, 


Let innocence, unerring guide! 
Still lead me by the hand; 

And pure religion, voia of pride, 
Her choiceit comforts blend. 


‘From faperftition be it free, 
And party’s bitter gall ; 
But fraught with the humility 
Of him who died for all! 


Be this my ftate! I’ll envy not 
The fordid mifer’s name ; 

Bot nightly will | blefs my lot, 
Each morn rife free from fhame. 


OEDIPUS. 


Yeovsl, Fune, 1797+ 











DIRGE, accafoned by an INFANT’s DEATH. 


6 la fluttering gale has funk to ref, 

The floping fua-beams feebly giow s 

Such zephyrs breathe as footh the breatt, 
Such radiance pours as fuftens woe. 


The languid cotes of lonefome bird, 
From yonder coppice {weetly wind, 
And thro’ the fcene are faintly heard 
Sounds that are filence to tiie minds 


As flow my vagrant feet advance 

Thro’ thadowy evening’s tav’rite gloom, 
Mine eyes perute, with vacant glance, 

An iafant’s folitary tomb. 
Thou little tenant of the grave, 


Sleep on, untouch’d by mortal ftrife ; 
Unknown 
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Unknown the cares that man muft brave, 
The ills that only end with life! 


Of eager hope unconfcious thou, 
Unconfcious thou of griet’s extreme ; 
To thee—an everlatting now! 
To thee—a fleep without a dream ! 


Sleep on, poor child !—a fellow-worm, 
Who’s prov’d for thee life’s joy and care, 
Would fain forego the ufelefs term ; 
He’s tafted lite—and death's his pray’r. 


To thee, poor child! ere grief is brought 
To vex thy foul, oblivion’s given !— 
Oh! if the yrave could boaft of thought, | 7 

That thought would make the grave—a heav’n! | 











Jo a LADY, on ber approaching NUPTIALS. 


Fa you, my dear Madam, may Hymen appear, 

In a brilliant. new drets, like this prime ot the year; 
May his flame-colour’d garme: ts be now laid afide ! 
Thofe garments he fafhion’d when Eve was a bride; i 
Let his old faffron mantle no longer be feen, d 
Be that colour ‘upplanted by nature’s own green. 
On his robe may each emblem of joy be pourtray’d, 

Which is now on the face of this goddefs difplay’d : 

Let garlands of flowers his Semen adoro, 

All vivid their hues, as in fummer's bright morn. 

There iet typical figures be curioufly wrought, I. 
And look to the Gght, juft the things that they ought. 
Like the thieid of Achilles, where poets have to 

** | he ox rear’d his horns, and feem’d lowing in gold 

*¢ The vailies rofe high with the foft-wav'ng grain, 
“* And fickles were bending beneath the rude {wain.” 
Firft, let love lead the group—a beautiful youth, 
Wich afpect ingenuous, the fembiance of truth: 
Not as fable defc:ibes, a capricious blind boy, 
Whois fporting witn darts, that at random deitroy. 
Fair peace, crown’d with olives, his train fhall adorn, 

And plenty befide her, pnedeck’d with her horn; 

Sweet health thall exhibit the glow on her cheeks, 

And the bofom ferene, which ne: prefence beipcaks ; i 
While time in the rear, fhall at pleafure’s command, 

Sufpend the dread {cythe chat he holds in his hand. 
Thus for you, my dear Madan, may Hymen, bedreft, 
Each emblem auipicious, thus ftamp’d on his velit ! 
May the light of his torch repretent that mild ray, 
Which, now temper’d by ‘l'aurus, ilumines the day ; | 


Not too radiantly fierce the warm giow of its fire, 
Nor too lambent and dull, ever prompt to expire ; 
May it burn with a flame that is tteauy and true, , 
Such as virtue demands—aad is cnalleng’d by you ! 
Surbiton. 





